From the superintendent

Practicing equity
Spend five minutes
with me and you’ll know
that I’m passionate about
equity and opportunity.
So I was thrilled May
19 when our community
enthusiastically supported
the City School District of
Albany budget for next
year as well as a proposal
to install a new artificialturf field at Albany
Marguerite Vanden Wyngaard, Ph.D.
High School.
Superintendent
You might wonder
what a school budget and an athletic field have to do
with fairness. But think about it.
The budget will continue to cover the great programs
we offer: full-day prekindergarten, peer coaching for our
teachers, and outstanding music and fine-arts programs
at all grade levels, to name a very few.
The budget also will allow us to hire more teachers to
work with our growing international population and bolster mental-health and social-services programs for our
most vulnerable students.
So our school budget is providing opportunities for
excellence for all AND giving extra help to kids who
face challenges that make it difficult to succeed otherwise.
That’s fair. That’s a step toward achieving equity.
Our community also supported Proposition #2 to
build a new athletic field at Albany High (as well as
Proposition #3 to repair and update 14 of our 20 district
buildings).
What is significant about the success of Proposition
#2 is that Albany’s public high schools, in all their history and locations, have never had adequate fields on
campus for varsity football, baseball, soccer or (coming
in the spring of 2016) lacrosse games.
That means Albany High student-athletes have had to
travel for home games.
The problem wasn’t the distance, especially with the
City of Albany’s Bleecker Stadium, where our varsity
baseball and some of our JV teams will continue to play
(along with at The College of St. Rose’s Plumeri Sports
Complex across town).
Rather, it was diminishment of the school’s presence
in the community. You tend to lose the home-field advantage when the field isn’t at home.
Schenectady and Troy have turf fields at their
schools, as do many other schools throughout the Capital Region. I’ll be glad to see our kids literally on the
same playing field as those students.
Equity in the making.
I thank you for your strong support of the 2015-16
budget and both facilities propositions in May. We will
work through the summer and early fall on two other
items on my equity agenda: the November vote to renovate and rebuild Albany High and our efforts to plan for
how we will serve students in prekindergarten-grade 8
(please see page 1 for related stories).
We will work hard to earn your support for these efforts as well.
I look forward to continuing our efforts to make the
City School District of Albany the best urban school district by 2020. In the meantime, have a wonderful summer and see you on the first day of the 2015-16 school
year – Sept. 8.
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Voices

Q: Tell us about a family tradition.

In the month of June, it will be “Ramadan,” a holiday where Muslims fast
for the entire month from sunup until
sundown. Fasting during Ramadan is one
of the Five Pillars or religious duties of
Islam. When the fast is over it will be
“Eid,” when my family, uncles, aunts and
their families will gather in my grandfather’s house. We exchange congratulations during this happy occasion. After that we
sit all together and have lunch. My mother and grandmother prepare a kind of sweet dessert called Kleja. It is a pastry filled
with date spread. Fathers give their kids money so they can buy
toys and gifts on this day. It is my favorite holiday because I get
to see all my family.
–Mustafa Al Timimi, fifth grade
Albany School of Humanities (ASH)

My dad and his family moved to
America from Guatemala in 1982. They
established a new life for themselves here
but are still very in touch with their roots.
A tradition they practice is going back to
Guatemala on missions with my grandmother’s church to help with medical care,
delivering food and providing clothing. I
look forward to accompanying them on a trip sometime soon.

A significant family tradition that I
enjoy is baking pies during the holidays.
It is a very hands-on activity that enlists
the entire household and leaves no one
sitting around. My family always makes
more than enough, to ensure that even
members of our extended family can
have some if they are unable to attend
dinner. We don’t have many daily traditions, so this celebratory one that we all can participate in makes it just as sweet as
the pies themselves.
– Antoinette Mastrangelo, senior
Albany High School

My favorite family tradition takes
place at Christmas, when we celebrate
Jesus’ birthday. The reason it is my favorite is because we receive gifts and
open them on Christmas morning. We sit
and watch people open the gifts we gave
then we open our own. After Christmas
morning we begin to get dinner ready. It
is usually a big dinner and lots of family comes. At the table we
say grace before we eat, then we have the huge dinner we prepared to end the day.
–Nick Otero, seventh grade
Stephen and Harriet Myers Middle School

– Isaiah Chajon, sophomore
Albany High School

Our family tradition is going to
grandma’s house every Sunday. This has
been a tradition for more than 11 years. I
have a feeling of comfort as I walk in the
front door of her grass-green and snowwhite house with the most beautiful flowers. Grandma cooks something different
every Sunday. The kids love playing football or basketball outside while adults are inside laughing, talking and catching up. This tradition allows us time to be a family.

I celebrate Thanksgiving with my
family every year. This is our tradition.
What makes it special for me is that my
grandmother comes from New York City.
She makes a big Thanksgiving dinner!
Some of the things she makes include
turkey, ham, yams and stuffing. My favorite would have to be her baked macaroni and cheese. Afterward, we break up into teams and play a
family game of charades. My team usually wins!
– Briana Spaulding, fifth grade
Philip Schuyler Achievement Academy

–Desmond Jones, fifth grade
New Scotland Elementary School

A family tradition I have is homemade mats. These mats are both cultural
and a family tradition. They are handsewn and stuffed with cotton by my
mother. These mats are not just regular
mats but have nice style and comfort and
are used for sitting on and sleeping. My
family uses these mats for sitting on when
we eat. We don’t use high tables with chairs; we have low tables
and sit on these mats to eat. What kind of family tradition do
you have?

On Christmas morning I always wake
up first! Then I go wake up my mommy.
We wake up my little brother and go
open our presents. After our presents
have been opened, we go over to one of
my grandmother’s houses. We usually
have chicken for dinner. After dinner we
open more presents and have fun. After
that we go to my MeMe’s house and finish opening our presents.
Then we finally go back home. Every Christmas night we all sit
around the TV and watch our favorite Christmas specials.
– Leimoni Whineglass, third grade
Arbor Hill Elementary School

– Amara Koshniyazova, seventh grade
William S. Hackett Middle School

At a glance: Montessori Magnet School
Principal: Malik Jones | Grades served: Prekindergarten-5 | Address: 45 Tremont St.
One of three themed magnet schools in the City School District of Albany, Montessori Magnet School opened in 1993
and for 12 years was located in the former Cathedral Academy near Lincoln Park. In 2005, the school moved its current
home – a new building in Westland Hills featuring state-of-the-art equipment and technology.
Students: 316 | Teachers: 23 | Total employees: 55
Points of distinction:
• Only public Montessori school in the Capital Region
• Student-directed environmental focus, with recycling,
gardening, waste reduction, composting and more
• Indoor turtle pond, aquariums and terrariums
• Beautiful outdoor gardens planted and maintained by
students and staff
Programs and partners:
• American Montessori Society
• Capital Area School Development Association (CASDA)
• Chess Club
• The College of Saint Rose
• Hudson Valley Community College
• KIDS Consortium
• Junior Achievement
• Montessori Community Council
• Police Athletic League (PAL)
• Reading mentors
• The Sage Colleges

• Sidney Albert Albany Jewish Community Center
• University at Albany
• Yearly variety show
What makes our school special?
A Montessori education is consciously designed to recognize and address different learning styles of children.
Learning takes place using all five senses, with a focus on
hands-on activities, investigation and interaction with others. The curriculum is carefully structured to demonstrate
connections among the different “core” subjects of English, math, science and social studies.
The Montessori philosophy promotes a global perspective
that values learning through community service. Our children learn to take responsibility for their learning and become independent and self-directed.
Did you know?
Montessori Magnet School is based on a philosophy established by its namesake Maria Montessori, an early
20th-century Italian physician-turned-educator who was
nominated six times for a Nobel Peace Prize.
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